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[9.] 


York Town 
15 March 1778 

My Dear Son— 

While James Custer is Copying a very short 
Address to Your General, I will employ myself in acknow- 
ledging the receipt of your favours of the 28" ffebry & 
9" Inst—at another opportunity I may reply specially to 
parts which at present must lie dormant. 

I will certainly this day, make some provision for those 
distressed fellow Citizens of whom you speak & address 
M‘ Franklin through your means—there are obvious ob- 
jections against a proposal by me for more general contribu- 
tion. I have once or twice hinted such a thing, & made 
very little impression; tis my Duty Charitably to conclude 
that every Man does in private as he pleases & that every 
one does somewhat toward the relief of sufferers in our great 
Cause—nevertheless my inly sentiments in this peculiar 
case are, that our Light should shine before Men—were we 
possessed of the Spirit of Patriotism which flashed in 1775 
—there would be Contributions, at this critical moment not 
only for the comforting of sick & naked prisoners but for 
the relief of all suffering Soldiers—for the support con- 
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servation & augmentation of the Army & we should enable 
Your General that great & good Man to drive out our In- 
vaders—but alas! that virtue now appears to have been a 
mere flash—every man has bought his Yoke of Oxen, has 
married a Wife & stays to prove them—often have you heard 
me ludicrously express my fears that my Countrymen in 
general would prove only good for the Quarter—not for the 
Course—the present time tov well confirms the remark— 
from the best accounts, from all Accounts, & I have oppor- 
tunities of receiving the best, you lie at the Mercy of our 
Enemies, who may disposses & drive you, & in that Act 
animate our bosom—Enemies throw the States into con- 
sternation & shake our Independency—Yet alas! although 
all see & acknowledge the danger is not in fancy only, yet 
time is toyed away—a Senate of 13—Members, seldom above 
17—against whose honesty & good meaning I make no 
exception— 

Wisdom is justified of her Children— 

I have in my own name called & called again upon the 
States to fill up their several Representations—the Gov- 
ernors & Presidents see & acknowledge the necessity—& 
there it ends— 

Men are engaged in private views—some are afraid of 
Expense & coarse fare and others of being exposed in high 
Characters & dangerous situations—& too many are labour- 
ing at all hazards to add field to field— 
the Villians of exalted Rank who have been plundering 
our Treasury & starving our Cause contribute all their force 
to keep us down & my jealousies that some of these are in 
contact with Sir William—grow strong. 

If there are patriots, Men who love Country more than 
pelf—let them step forth & cast their gifts or loans into the 
Treasury, some by money & some by services without Re- 
ward—others may, because they have ability, give both—I 
would wish to be in the first Class & subscribe to morrow 
five or Ten thousand pounds Sterling & if these were 
found insuflicient all my Estate shall be given for saving the 
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Public—& perhaps there will be found in this proposition 
much of prudent calculation—give part to save the remain- 
der—be that as it may, or put me into either Class I am 
chearfully disposed to proceed provided I have any prospect 
of success, bnt at present I have none—proper subscriptions 
by, sure we may find on this contenent from New Hamp- 
shire to Georgia, 500 wealthy Men—would raise near three 
Millions Sterling return your Paper into the Treasury & 
animate the Middle & lower Ranks of people to adven- 
ture Life & fortune in proportion—I have sounded sume 
breasts on this important subject—but all were cold, applaud 
the scheme—‘if Men would do so it would certainly relieve 


°— & there was all—can I then believe that Men are in 


us’ 
earnest—yes [ see they are in KHarnest to plunder the Com- 
mon Stock—the very manner of our proceeding in the 
Issuing our Money—leads rapidly on to ruin—what com- 
plaints has your General been making for many Months 
past —without the least good effect—how have delinquents 
not only been skreened—but held up in triumph & ean 
you prevail on me to remain longer among such people— 
No—TI will rather insist upon your abandoning them— 
but indeed, there, are sometimes my hopes, where you are— 
A species of Patriotism may at length spring forth from the 
Army & so far save this Country as to drive out the 
Enemy & punish sluggish torpid friends—these Ideas have 
been long in my mind Imay have expressed them in some 
late uncopied Letter if they are worth your reflexion retain 
my meaning & destroy the paper record— 

I dont understand your meaning where you mention Du 
Plessis books, neither can James assist me, that Gentleman 
left no Books here— 

Baron Holzendorft is gone to So Carolina exceedingly 
chagrined by the treatment he met with here—poor Man, I 
almost wept when I learned by a mere accident that he had 
been obliged to sell his Silver hilted Sword & Epaulets, 
&e. to pay for. his Lodging—I instantly put him a step 
above such necessity—& have given him Letters to Charles 
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Town which will secure him tolerable quarters there &a 
passage to his own Country— 
My Dear Son—I pray God 
protect you 
Henry Laurens 
L‘ Col’ John Laurens 
Endorsed: H. L. to J. LA 
York Town 15" March 1778. 


(10.] 
Jlead Quarters 1* June 1778. 
My Dear Father 
My Heart overflows with gratitude for your 
kind letter of 29" ult’—You grant me a privilege which | 
wished to have but dared not sollicit—I shall serve my 
country with greater satisfaction, and regarding you as the 
source of all my happiness, and the author of every laudable 
action of which Iam capable, answer your friendship with 
increasing Jove—I have drawn no pay, and would wish 
never to draw any—makipng to my country a pure offering 
of disinterested services— 

The strong Linnen will be very acceptable to Berry, and 
[ rejoice the more at the present you make him, as he con- 
ducts himself with great propriety in his station—I could 
not get a Taylor conveniently, but as small a quantity will 
serve him as almost any man— 

[ have been so much engaged, in business preparatory to 
our move that I have not been able to get my dispatches for 
France, ready to go by this messenger—but I hope to be in 
time if I send them by the next. 

The method of sending Baron de Steuben’s Commission 
was according to rule—I have spoken to the General on 
Cap‘ Nichols’s business—he consents to his going into Phil- 
adelphia on his parole for the purpose of negotiating his 
exchange—and I shall immediately give notice to the Com- 
missary of Prisoners to take the proper measures. 

General Weedon is not yet arrived— 
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Doctor Cochran understanding that some new arrange- 
ments are to take place in the hospital department—desires 
me to refer you to a letter which the General wrote in his 
favor some time ago, and to add whatever I know in his 
favor—he joined the army at a time when our affairs wore 
a very unfavorable aspect;—he is remarkably tender of his 
patients—if I have any doubts of him it is that like all the 
rest of his department, he may lose time by a convivial dis- 
position— 

The army has been under marching orders for three days 
past—despairing of being able to effect anything important 
by pursuing the enemy through Jersey our arrangements 
seem to be made for marching as expeditiously and conve- 
viently as possible to the Ne River—Gen'. Maxwell with his 
continentals aided by the militia of the Country are to throw 
every obstacle in the way of the enemy’s march, by break- 
ing up bridges, encumbering the Roads with fallen trees, 
&c—and to give them as much annoyance as possible on 
their flanks and rear—the last intelligence from below, is 
that upwards of one hundred vessels have fallen down below 
Chester—and were proceeding towards the capes—a Deserter 
who came out yesterday says that notwithstanding the 
greatest diligence is used in embarking baggage, &e—that 
it will be impossible for the evacuation to be effected in less 
than five or six days—not much dependence can be placed 
on his account—the fact is that they are indefatigable in pre- 
paring for this great move—my opinion is that as soon as 
they have crossed, a select body of two or three thousand 
men should march directly to intersect their line of march 
and give them every possible annoyance till the whole army 
sh* be brought up—the directions already given to throw 
impediments in the enemy’s way will necessarily cause great 
delay in their march, besides that which will arise from the 
galling of their rear and flanks by Maxwell and the Militia— 
wo" give time for this chosen body to arrive and give more 
effectual annoyance, while our whole army would advance 
to support the whole—the Country is favorable to this kind 
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of combat—the loss of the enemy in killed, wounded, and 
deserters in repeated skirmishes would be considerable— 
and some opening may be given for such a stroke as wé ruin 
Mr Clintons army—the want of teams, the number of sick— 
&ec—&—are exceedingly against us and point out a more 
prudent conduect—all that I have written on this subject you 
will be so kind as to consider in the light of a private opin- 
ion delivered by a man of more zeal than judgement and 





expressed in the greatest haste—if my time w* permit | 
should be glad to unfold my ideas more, & to enter minute- 
ly into the matter— 
I hope to make an arrangement for paying you a short 
visit when the army moves— 
God preserve you my dearest friend and father. 
John Laurens. 


I must not omit mentioning to you 
that Gen’. Grant is said to be universally 
blamed in the british army, for the 
failure of the expedition against the 
Marquis—his extreme caution favoured 
our retreat. 

Endorsed: John Laurens 1* June. 


Ree’d. 24% 


[11.] 


Head Quarters 29" Sept’. 1778 

My Dear Father 
[ have received your kind favor alluding to the 
verbal demoustration by which my friend Beresford was 
bamboozled 





and was indulged with the perusal of your 
Letter to the General in which you treat the matter in its 
proper light. 

The Enemy’s superiority by Water give them cruel 
advantages over us— 

3aylor’s Regiment of Horse has been surprised by a 
strong Party of the Enemy that surrounded them by coming 
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up the North River—a number of Militia shared the same 
fate few escaped—the greatest part being taken Prisoners 
or killed—several were butcher’d in cold Blood—the Enemy 
are now in force on the Jersey side, and make a shew of ad- 
vancing—General Lord Stirling is gone to take the Command 
of the two Brigades of Coutinental Troops and such Militia 
as shall collect to them—General Winds has already em- 
bodied six hundred. 

The circumstances of the Enemy’s collecting forage is 
equivocal, it may be either for Winter Quarters or Sea 
Shore.— 

The intelligence given by General Sullivan of the Enemy’s 
being employed in building Barracks is against a move from 
thence—but I am inclined to think his Intelligence ill 
founded.—The Enemy may still meditate an Enterprize 
against Boston, which has been delayed till now by the sickly 
condition of Byron’s Crews, and the injury which he suf- 
fer’d from the storm—but I do not think it probable. 

This Letter would be inexcuseable if I had not been 
writing the whole day, and snatched now a Moment when 
the Postman calls—to scribble full speed, rather than be 
totally silent. 

[Tam my Dear fathers’ 
Most Affectionate 


John Laurens 
His Excellency Henry Laurens 


President of Congress 
Endorsed: Copy of a letter from Col’. John 
Laurens dated 29" Sept" 1778 
[12.] = 
Addressed : (Private) 
His Excellency 
Henry Laurens Esq’. 
Philadelphia 


Head Quarters 23° Octob 1778 
Accept my thanks my dearest friend and father for your 
kind letters of the 9 and 12" and the money which ac- 
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companied them—I have taken the farther liberty to draw 
upon you for twelve hundred and twelve dollars—which 
from the various expence and ill-luck in which I have been 
involved, I was necessitated to do in order to avoid touch- 
ing my pay— 

I promice myself the pleasure of setting out for Phil- 
adelphia in three days—at farthest—The particulars of the 
enemys movements, aud the Generals disposition in conse- 
quence will be transmitted to you in his official letter—how- 
ever improbable it is that the enemy may meditate any stroke 
against the French Squadron—and Boston at this late sea- 
son—after having given us so much time to prepare our- 
selves—and when their attention is so powerfully called 
another way—the General prudently determines to leave 
nothing to chance—all that I dread is the disadvantage 
of getting our troops late into Winter Quarters— 

[ still continue to be of opinion that the british will 
be obliged to abandon a part of their possessions for the 
security of the rest—Gibraltar and the W. India Islands 
together with Halifax and Quebec require considerable re- 
inforeements—I cannot persuade myself that they will leave 
New York & Rhode Island feebly garrisoned or to the pro- 
tection of foreign Troops and new levies— 

The stroke on the Island of Dominica by the Marquis de 
bonille was not wanted to awaken their fears for the West 
Indies—and they have their dispositions to make not only 
in consequence of the measures taken to france—but with 
a view to what may be meditated by the other branch of 
bourbon— 

Conversing wjth you by letter will now yield to the greater 
happiness of personal embraces and the unrestrained over- 
flowings of my gratitude and love—- 

till we meet I commend my dear father to God’s pro- 
tection and remain 
Your most affectionate and 
dutiful 
John Laurens— 


Wndorsed: John Laurens 
—e o 
23 Oct 1778 
Rec. 27". 


| To be continued in the next number of this magazine. | 








RECORDS OF THE REGIMENTS OF THE SOUTH 
CAROLINA LINE, CONTINENTAL ESTABLISH- 
MENT. 


[ Continued from the April number. | 


[41.] 


[ CAPT. THOMAS HALL TO MAJ. ISAAC HARLESTON. | 


Addressed: Tsaac Tlarleston Esq’. 
Major of the 2* Cont' Reg". of S° Carolina 


eo 


living at Haddrell’s point 


Tuesday Charles town June 14 1780 
D. Sir 
M'. Corbeét having no Time to write, requested | 
would inform you that there was a sufficient quantity of 
provisions left on y" places to last your negroes ’till next 


I 


Crop-your Furniture not abused M*. Corbett having taken 
proper care of it—but your liquors were all taken entirely 
owing to a one Eyed Taylor negro fellow of yours, who 
went off to the English with his wife, Children & enticed 
five more—The small pox rages all around your plantation 
M:. Corbett has Inoculated his family, he wishes speedily 
to know your determination with respect to your own 
Negroes, which he will put in execution immediately— 
Command me if their is any thing you think [can serve you 
in 

Y". Most Ob‘. Serv‘. 

Thomas Hall 

[shall go up to Col. Hugers & Capt Shubricks in a few 
days—if I can procure a horse 
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[42.] 
[RETURN OF THE 1ST. REGIMENT. | 


Return of the Officers & Servants of the 1%. Reg*. of South 
Carolina Prisn™. of war at Haddrell’s, Oct. 10". 1780 


serv’. 
Sick C. C. Pinckney—Colonel..Toby a Slave 
ad’. Geo. Turner— Capt*.....Isaac Fletcher 
Simeon Theus d° .....Tho®*, Askew 
Joseph Elliott- = d°_..... Bacchus, Slave 
d°. William Hext, dd? .....1 Andrew Smith 
Sick in Town Charles Living d° .....Adam Miller 
d’. ThomasGadsden d° .....Jemmy, Slave 


Alex’. Fraser Lieut’... 
John Hamilton d°. & adjut'—Jos": Roberts 
Sick in Country John peter Ward L' ..... Hector, Slave 





Sick William Hazzard L'. .....Cain, a Slave 
Sick William Ward d° .....Billy a Slave 
Sick in Town Charles Brown d° .....Charles d°. 
On George Petrie d°. .....BPom a Slave 
Sick James Kennedy d°. .....Jasper Brownguard 


W™. Russell & James Kenny not in th Line are returned 
in this Regm*. 
G Turner 
apt’. 1". a6, or As 


Return of the names of the Officers & Servants of the S°— 
Caro line—Prisoners of War in Christ Church Parish Oct?- 
10%, 1780 


54 Total Officers. 43 Servants 
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[43.] 
[RETURN OF THE 3D. REGIMENT. | 


Return of the officers & Servants of 3*- 8° Ca'l Reg‘ 10™. Oct 
1780 
Servts Names 
Lt. Col’- Henderson Sick.............Neller, slave 
cle dh 0! oo RT ON ea epee: JO". De 


Re Pe ak £8 4a 05. Ubiix pesca srisane'sases peter Mgrew soldier 
Cap*. Jo’- Warley (sick in Town)...Jas Sword D 
opi ed DR Negro Slave 

Cap‘*- Buchanan (sick in Town).....Jn® Campbell soldier 
QUES PMMOR ET Seca catiVY od) cs wssadieees Frances—Slave-- 
Ngee ckigea ds (Sacencrs Jacob Bruacin Sold'- 





NE NE ei ah eras es ha annatod asin sk 
RARER ON 5.5 ait Ysi9s Siw nddd-aecsuvess W"- Myrack D° 








RP MMOMEINN TL Fe. 5 vo te acLiWeuste edits tad — 
i aetitade ig a ERR Sar ai Bn Jn°- peterkin 
RN erg re a — _ 

Re RNIN re ci Sci s ites ian co dxi Jn°- Cauldwell, soldier 


Capt Milling 
late of the 6". Reg. f 


Wp pete a oats W"- Partridge D° 
Merry MGwire Adj' 3°- Reg" 


ry . . . . . 
[ To hy continued Ay the next number of this magazine. | 








JOHN ALSTON. 
By A. S. Sauiey, JR. 


Joun Auston, the founder of a family distinguished in 
the annals of South Carolina, was the son ot William Alston, 
gentleman, of Hammersmith (a part of London), Middlesex, 
and came to South Carolina in 1682 as an apprentice to 
James Jones, a merchant of Charles Town, as will be seen 
by the following indenture, which is recorded on page 123 
of a book of miscellaneous records of the governor of South 
Carolina, covering the years 1672-1692: 


This Indenture Witnesseth that John Alston the sonne of William 
Alston of Hamersmith in the County of Midlelxex gent doth put him- 
selfe apprentice to James Jones of the County of Carolina merchant 
to Learne and follow his Art with him after the manner of an ap- 
prentice & to serve him his s‘ master the full end & terme of Seaven 
yeares from the day of the date hereof dureing w*" s4 Terme he the 
Afores*. James Jones doth hereby covenant to finde unto his said Ap- 
prentice meate, drinke, apparell Lodgeing and all other necessaryes 
which shall be needfull and convenient for him provided neverthelesse 
and it is hereby further Agreed by and between the said James Jones 
andthe Afores* William Alston ffather of the said John that if the 
s‘, William Alston shall at any tyme or tymes hereafter cause to 
require or call home to him his s*. sone within the afores*. Terme of 
seaven yeares and before that time be compleated he the s*. James 
Jones doth hereby covenant and Oblige himselfe to returne him Care- 
fully (if alive) The said William defraying the money due for his pass- 
sage into England and returne In Wittness whereof the pties above 
named to these p"sent Indentures have put their hands and seales In- 
terchangeably this sixteenth day of May Anno Dni 1682. 

John Alstone! (x)? 
Witnesse 
John Nicklis 
Joseph Pope 





IThis instrument was, of course, recorded by a clerk in Charles 
Town, and, as usual, little attention was paid to the proper spelling 
of the name. Subsequent original documents, which are herein given 
and to which John Alston signed his name, show that he himself 
spelled the name A-]-s-t-o-n. 

This mark indicates that the original indenture bore a seal of some 
sort. 
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Nine years later John Alston, now evidently a merchant 
on his own responsibility, and about to depart the Province 
temporarily, executed the following power of attorney to his 
old preceptor: 


Be it knowne unto all men by these presents me John Alston of Ber- 
kley County in Carolina that Whereas I am Now Departeing out of 
this province, and therefore I doe hereby Impower James Jones of 
y° Afforesd County & province to be my Lawfull Attorney & factor 
for me & in my Name & upon my behalfe & Account to receive all 
Sum or sums of Mony Marchandize or whatever kind of goods shall 
be sent from Urope or Else where be the’ to me for my Use & I doe 
place ye sd James Jones in my stead to have all the right & power to 
receive keep sell or Dispose upon whatever goods shall be sent to 
me in My Absence as if I were here in Carolina my selfe in Witness 
Whereof I have signed These presents at Carolina ye 284 day of 
Feb,y- 1690/1 Jn,- Alston (x) 
Signed Sealed & delivered 

in ye Presence of 


Jn° Stewart March ye 17 1690/1 
Jos: Palmer proved this day before me 
ffra: Williams and alsoe recorded’ by me 


G Muschamp 


Sometime between February 8, 1698, when John Harris 
made his will, and August 13, 1695, John Alston married 
Mrs. Elizabeth Harris, widow of John Harris and sister of 
Francis Turgis, Esq. He was one of the sureties on the 
bond his wife executed to Governor Blake, on the last date 
given above, as executrix of Harris’s estate.® 


3On p. 94 of the 1672-1692 book of miscellaneous records of ,the 
governor of South Carolina. 

4John Harris, in his will, dated February 8, 1692/3, appointed his 
‘“‘Loveing Brother Mr: ffrancis Turges’’ one of his executors. (Re- 
cords of the Governor and Ordinary of the Province of South Caro- 
lina, Probate Court, Charleston County, book 1, p. 111.) Francis 
Turgis married Elizabeth Axtell, daughter of Landgrave Daniel Ax- 
tell, and, after Turgis’s death, she married Governor Blake. 

sAugust 13, 1695, John Alston, gentleman, Mrs. Elizabeth Harris, 
alias Alston, John Guffell and Thomas Hubbard, all of Berkeley 
County, executed their bond to Governor Blake for Mrs. Alston’s 
faithful performance of her trust as executrix of the estate of John 
Harris, gentleman, late of the Province, deceased, her former hus- 
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John Alston died in 1718 or 1719, leaving issue :* 


[. John Alston, who married Deborah } 
and, upon her death, Mrs. Sarah Belin ; 
died in 1750. (Issue.) 

II. William Alston, m. Esther LaBruce. (Issue.) 
III, Elizabeth Alston, m. Joseph LaBruce, April 
6, 1821.’ (Issue.) 
IV. Mary Alston, m. Joseph Warnock. (Issue.) 
V. Peter Alston, m. Sarah Torquet;* buried 
April 16, 1748. (Issue.) 


VI. Thomasin Alston, m. Abraham Warnock. 
(Issue.) 


[As the descendants of the above John, William and 
Peter Alston have been traced in The Alstons and Allstons 
of North and South Carolina (Groves) they will not be traced 
here now, notwithstanding the crudities and errors of that 
work. | 


band. Witness: John Hamilton. (Records of the Governor and Or- 
dinary of the Province of South Carolina, P. C., C. Co., book 1, p. 212.) 

In a work entitled The Alstons and Allstons of North and South 
Carolina Dr. Joseph A. Groves, of Selma, Ala., suggests that John 
Alston came over with Governor Archdale. That was purely a guess 
and the revelation made by the records above quoted shows the usual 
consequence of guessing in historical work—the wrong guess being 
usually made. 

‘John Alston, of St. John’s, Berkeley, planter, in his will, made 
January 2, 1718, and proved November 30, 1719, mentions his children, 
John, William, Elizabeth, Mary, Peter and Thomasin Alston. (Simms’s 
Magazine, Vol. II., p. 51.) 

7Register of St. Thomas and St. Dennis’s Parish. The name is there 
given Joseph Marbeuf. The correct name seems to have been La 
Bruce de Marbeuf, the first part being the family name and the lat- 
ter part the place name. The place name was soon dropped. 

8Register of St. Andrew’s Parish. 








SOUTH CAROLINA GLEANINGS IN ENGLAND. 


Communicated by Mr. Lothrop Withington, 30 Little Russell Street, 
W. C. London (including ‘‘Gleanings’’ by Mr. H. F. Waters, 
not before printed). 


[ CONTINUED FROM THE JANUARY NUMBER. | 


Andrew Reid of Charles Town, South Carolina. Gent. 
Will 8 May 1782: proved 28 June 1784. All my estate 
real and personal in Great Britain and elsewhere to my son 
James Reid subject to demands upon it by my nephew 
Thomas Burlington and my niece Elizabeth Burlington. 
And whereas the present state of the country needs consid- 
erable lattitude should be given to Executors they are to 
manage and direct as they see fit till he is 21. My friends 
John Wagner, gent: and Robert Johnston of Charles Town 
esq. Attorney at law, executors and Guardians. Wituesses: 
Thos. Hamett, W. H. Bampfield, Cecil Stevens. 


Rockingham, 346. 


Thomas Owen of Granvill County, South Carolina. 
Planter. Will 29 May 1735: Proved 14 July 1738. To 
my wife Frances my plantation called Owen’s Lodge, with 
all Negroes. slaves. Cattle, etc, and all my Real Estate in 
Granvill County on Cussa Hatchey Creek, South Carolina, 
for life. Then to my daughter Elizabeth for life, to be held 
in trust by Joseph Bragg and William Yeomans both of 
Charles Town, merchants, and by Brother Jeremiah Owen, 
and after my daughter’s death to the heirs of her body, 
failing that to my Brother Jeremiah Owen and his heirs. 
To each of my Brothers and sisters alive at my death £1.1. 


Rest to my wife. Executors: Jeremiah Owen, Joseph Bragg. 


William Yeomans. Witnesses: Richard Woodward, Joseph 
Edward Flower, Jemint Cobley, Ambrose Reeve. 
Brodripp, 182. 
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Charles Ogilvie of London, Merchant. Will 1 November 
1775: proved 18 October 1788. My estate in South Caro- 
lina lying neare my childrens’ plantation to be sold if not 
nrejudicial to them. If it is and there remains a surplus 
after my debts are paid amounting to £1000., I give as fol- 
lows: To my Nephew George Ogilvie now in South Caro- 
lina 100 guineas. All the rest and residue to my sons 
Charles and John Alexander Ogilvie said estate being theirs 
through their mother Mary. If I have sufficient estate at 
my death I give as follows: To William and Robert Gom- 
mell of London £70. To Mr. Thomas Burke £1,100. To 
John (Whitcher Rogers—erased) £700. being the amount 
of 6/-in the pound which I owe them and which makes up 
20/-in the £. To my nieces Margaret Ogilvie my brother’s 
daughter and Margaret Irvine, Isabella Irvine, Rebecca 
Irvine, daughter of sister Mary £100 each. In case I shall 
pay anything to said William and Richard Gommell, 
Thomas Barke and John Whitelock, same to be deducted 
from said legacies. Executors: my Brother Alexander 
Ogilvie and George Ogilvie, Alexander Gorden of South 

Jarolina and John Michie of London. On 10 October 1788 
Robert Irvine swore to the handwriting. 
Calvert, 501. 


Richard Tookerman of South Carolina, America. Gent. 
Will 16 December 1723: proved 22 April 1726. Being 
bound on a voyage to the West Indies. Debts to Nathaniel 
Barnardiston of London, Merchant, to be paid. All my 
property real and personal to my wife Katherine Tooker- 
man subject to the payment of debts. Executors: Nathan- 
iel Barnardiston, and Thomas Matthew of London, Gent. 
Witnesses: Benjamin Heath, John Lawsone, John Heaton. 

Plymouth, 84. 


Lewis Jones of St. Helena, County Granville, Clerk. 
Wiil 10 February 1743: proved 4 October 1848. My Land 
at Port Royal Island. my lot at Beaufort to be sold to pay 
legacies. To my Brother John Jones £400. To each of 
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my father’s children by his last marriage £150 between 
them. To my friend John Jones’ Sister’s son to Captain 
Rowland Evans deceased, the warrant for 1000 acres of 
Land lodged in the hands of Coll. Pawley of this Province. 
To Gabriel Manegault and Charles Purry £50 each. To 
each of Godchildren hereafter named, Margaret Ellis, Allen 
M‘Lean, John Scot (Son of Captain Edward Scott), Lucia 
Palmer, John Palmer Deveaux, Susannah Frankling, Lewis 
Reeve, Catherine Barnwell, Hugh Brian Junior, if they 
continue in Church of England. A large 4° Bible, Bishop 
Patricks duty to man. A common Prayer book with Com- 
panion to the Altar. To my deceased wife’s godchildren, 
Catherine Wigg and Elizabeth Dyson one of the above 
books each. For a school at Beaufort £100. To my 
nephew Lewis Jones £100. To Nephew Hugh Jones £100. 
To the Parish Llamoring where I was born £30 for the 
poor. To my kinsman Hugh Owen Junior £10. To John 
Palmer Deveaux £60. Rest to my brother John Jones. 
Executors: Brother John Jones, Gabriel Manegault, and 
Charles Purry. Witnesses: W™ Harvey, E* Wigg, Jas. 
Houstoun. 
Strahan, 300. 


John Powell of Landbeder, County Brecon, Gentleman. 
Will 20 September 1766; proved 13 February 1775. Being 
bound on a voyage to South Carolina, all my estate in 
Langenny and Landbeder, County Brecon, and in Lanoc- 
chering, County Monmouth to my wife Ann Powell, and 
after her decease to my daughters as Tenants in common; 
but if the child my wife is now or should be pregnant or 
enciente with should be a boy, then he is to have it, he pay- 
ing to each of his sisters £200, also my estates in parish of 
Lanigan Falgarth and Irweuen in County Brecon as above, 
he to pay £1000 apiece to his sisters and the survivors of 
them. If ali my children should die, to go to my Brother 
and Sisters after my wife’s decease. To my friend Daniel 
Winter of the Town of Brecon, Apothecary, my share of 
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the tithes of Parish of Hewell for the rest of the lease. All 
the rest of my estate I bequeath to the child my wife is now 
encient with, if a boy,or tomy daughters. Executor: Daniel 
Winter. Guardians: Daniel Winter, James Parry of Lond- 
wailog, County Brecon, Anne Lucas of the same place, 
Blanch Floyer of Abergavenny, County Monmouth, and my 
said wife. Witnesses: William Davis,Samuel Taylor, Sam’] 
Coates. 
Alexander, 64. 


Samuel Hill, late of South Carolina, North America, but 
now of London. Will 24 February 1786/7; proved 17 August 
1787. Having lost all my real and personal property in 
America from my attachment to the British Government, 
the commission for considering the claims of American 
Loyalists having allowed me an annuity and received the 
sum of £1261, to my sister Mary the wife of William Cordall 
of Guilford County Down, Ireland, one-half of such sum as 
may be paid by said Commissioners for her life, then to be 
divided amongst her children, the other half to Susannah 
Murray and my niece Mary Conway, now supposed to be in 
America. Executors: Richard King of Westminster, James 
Alexander of Wood Green, and James Dawson of London. 
Witnesses: W. Williamson, Jno. Hamerton junior, Wil- 
liam Hunt. 

Major, 371. 


William Warden of Charles Town, South Carolina, now 
of St. Mary Matfellon, County Middlesex, mariner. Will 
15 April 1746; proved 18 November 1746. To my wife 
Margaret Warden my iuterest in certain lands in Charles 
Town, South Carolina. To my friend Mr. William Legoe, 
Weaver, of St. Mary Whitechappell, £12. All the rest to 
my wife and two daughters. Executor: Mr. William Legoe. 
Witnesses; Thos. Smith, James Fraser, Jno. Marmke Bag- 
ling, all of Goodman’s Fields, London. 

Edmunds, 341. 
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John Crosbie of St. Sepulchres County Middlesex, Esqre. 
Will 4 December 1716; proved 10 April 1724. To be buried 
as my sister in law Mrs. Judith Annyson, wife of James 
Annyson, shall think fit. To my son in law John Right of 
South Carolina in America £400. To my granddaughter 
Mary Right, his daughter, who is now with me and has been 
for some years past, my manor of Lympsham Parva, County 
Somerset, my house I now live in, situate in Charterhouse 
Yard, my house in Lime Street Square, London, in tenure 
of Mr. Henry Gualtier, and also £1200 when she marry or 
is 21. My said sister in law to be her guardian. To the 
Greenwich Hospital for poor Seamen £50. To the Charity 
School for boys in St. Sepulchres £40. To St. Bartholomew’s 
Hospital £50. To the Hospitals of Bridwell and Bethlehem 
50 each. To my sister in law Mrs. Judith Annyson £200. 
All the residue to my said grand daughter Mary Right. If 
she die betore 21 or marriage, all to go to my aforesaid Son 
in law and Sister in Jaw. Executors: my friends Mr. Wil- 
liam Potter, citizen and Goldsmith of London, and William 
Daiby of London, Gent, to whom I give £50 each. Wit- 
nesses: Simon Berkley, Humphrey Berkley, Richard 
Handes. Codicil 17 September 1716. To my friend George 
Dodington a picture called tlfe ‘Quakers Meeting”. Codicil 
14 March 1718/9. The £1200 to my granddaughter Mary 
to be reduced to £1000, £400 to John Right to be reduced 
£100. To sister in law Judith an additional £300 making 
£500. If she die, the £500 to go to my said granddaughter 
Mary. Witnesses: Thos. Hudson, Ralph Nelstead, Will" | 
Thompson. 


Bolton, 78. 


John Crokatt of Charles Town in South Carolina, Merchant, 
at present in Lisbon, Portugal. Will 21 November 1738; 
proved 28 June 1740. My body to be buried at direction 
of Mr. Edward and John Mayne. To my Brother in law 
Mr. John Jolly of Edingburgh, Merchant, £50. To my 
Brother James Crokatt of Charles Town £50. To my 








122 so. CA. HISTURICAL AND GENEALOGICAL MAGAZINE. 


Brother in law William Woodrop £100. To Margaret 
Strachan who has lived with James Crokatt £200. All the 
rest to my father Charles Crokatt of Edingburgh. As the 
major part of my effects lay in Carolina, I appoint Alexander 
Robertson to be executor with my father. Witnesses: Ed- 
ward Mayne, Alexander Munro, Edward Barn. 

Browne, 166. 


Christopher Arthur of Sypruss Barony in South Carolina 
heir and devisee of my uncle Dominick Arthur late of 
Sypruss Barony, deceased. Will 24 October 1724; proved 
21 December 1724. To my friend Mr. Thomas Akins 100 
acres in said Barony now in his tenure, my servant boy 
Quintus, A Negro Boy Cufty. To my mother Mrs. Chris- 
tian Arthur for life an annuity of £20 to be paid her in the 
City of Limerick. To my god-daughter Miss Ann Harlston 
£200 of Carolina money when 18 or marriage-day, and a 
negro girl called Mary. To Mr. Samuel Wragg and Mrs. 
Mary Young £5 each. My estate in South Carolina and 
elsewhere not herein bequeathed to be divided between my 
Kinsman Patrick Roche of the said City of Limerick, 
Merchant, son of my uncle Francis Roche, deceased, and 
Anstice Roche als Arthur his wife, his heirs, and the other 
half to my kinsman Bartholomew Arthur, son of uncle 
Patrick Arthur of Limerick aforesaid deceased and Kath- 
erine Arthur his wife. If either die their share to go to the 
other. If Bartholomew Arther die before he is 21, the said 
Patrick Roche to pay an additional £100 a year to my 
mother. 

Executors: Captain John Harlston, John Ashby, Thomas 
Akins gent. and Patrick Roche. 

Said Captain John Harlston guardian to Bartholomew 
Arthur. 

Witnesses: William Burr, Phillip Cooke, Thomas Ivy. 

Bolton, 260. 


a 
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Frances L’Escott of Charles Town, South Carolina, 
widow. Will 24 August 1752; proved 26 September 1753. 
To Mrs. Mary Mazyck wife of Isaac Mazyck of Charles 
Town, Merchant £100 current money. To Ann the wife 
of Mr. Henry Gray £200 Current money and my silver 
coftee pot. To Grandson Francis Villepontoux my negro 
boy named Antony. To my grandson Benjamin Villepon- 
toux £100. To my granddaughter Frances Villepontoux 
my Negro woman named Molly with all her children. To 
Susannah Fountaine £5. To my grandson Paul Villepon- 
toux one shilling sterling if demanded in full of all Right, 
Interest, and claim he may have or onght to have to any 
part of my estate. The rest to my grandchildren Frauncis 
Villepontoux, Benjamin Villepontoux and Frances Ville- 
pontoux. 

Executors: Mr. Isaac Mazyck and Mr. Zachariah Ville- 
pontoux, jointly or severally. 

Witnesses: Thomas Corker, John. Lewis, John Reming- 
ton. Letters of administration granted to George Chardin 
Esq, lawful attorney of Zachariah Villepontoux for the 
benefit of both executors now residing respectively in South 
Carolina. 


Searle, 255. 


‘ 
William Fisk, Mariner at present belonging to his Maj- 
esty’s sloop Hornet, Captain James John Purcell, com- 
mander. Will 7 July 1752; proved 31 October 1753. All 


ges, sums of money, Lands, T’enements, Goods and 


Chattels whatsoever due, owing or belonging unto me at 


Wa 


the time of my decease, [ give to my beloved friend Elinor 
Seott of Charles Town, South Carolina, said Eleanor Scott 
executrix. 
Witnesses: Henry Cobham, Samuel Englishbirth. 
Letters of Administration granted to Catharine Buncker, 
widow, lawful attorney of Eleanor Scot, Spinster, sole 
executrix named in the will of said Deceased William Fiske. 
Searle, 269. 
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Thomas Skottowe of Charles Town, South Carolina. 
Will 13 November 1782; proved 29 December 1788. To 
my son Thomas Britishe Skottowe £100, my silver coffee 
pot and waiter given me by my aunt Mrs. Elizabeth Britishe 
and £100 being a legacy left him by my said Aunt, my gold 
watch and seal, my pictures and miniatures, also 500 acres 
of land purchased of my father-in-law Edmond Bellinger 
Esqr. in Prince William Parish, bounding on the North, 
Thomas Hayward’s land, on south Andrew Devaux, also 
360 acres part of a tract of seven hundred and forty acres 
granted me the 14 June 1771. The other half of said tract 
of Jand I hold to Mr. William Telfair lying in Craven 
County bounding by John Bull and partly by Colonel 
Laurens, partly by Captain David Murray and John Smith’s 
land, also part of 500 acres granted 10th May, 1772 in 
Berkley County bounded by John Napley and Saludy 
River, also 500 acres in same county granted 20 July 1772 
on waters of Saludy River bounded by Cornelius Corgill’s 
land. To my son Nicholas £100, silver tankard and £100 
left him by my said aunt, also 500 acres in Craven County 
on the Branches Duncan Creek granted 15 May 1772, 
bounded Lewis Devoul and Mary Claze also 500 acres in 
said County granted 21 July 1775, bounded by Enoree 
River, John Fuiley, by old Lewis, and Indian ground, also 
500 Acres south of said River bounded by James Burton’s 
and John Boyd’s land. To my son John Bellinger Skot- 
towe £100, silver pint mug, 500 acres granted 21 July 1775 
in Craven County on a small branch of Waters of Enoree 
River, bounded by Williamson, Lightsaps, James Burton, 
500 in said County on north side of said river granted same 
date bounded by William Cest’s land, by old Lines, 500 
acres same grant same County on Abner’s Creek, bounded 
by Daniel Huge Esq. To my son Edward Massingberd 
Bellinger Skottowe £100, silver mug, 1000 acres granted 20 
July 1772 in the province Line bounded on said Line, East 
on Jand laid out to William Moultree, Esq. 200 acres granted 
6 January 1775 Craven County, north side of the middle 
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fork of Tyger River and bounded by William Meearters, 
Samuel Breses and James Nisbet’s lands. To my _ son 
George Augustus Frederick Skottowe £100, silver Salt 
cellars, 1000 acres granted 14 August 1772 on the Branches 
of Buck Creek and Island Creek waters of Pacolet bound- 
ing on land of Mr. Noger, Peter Handande. To my son 
Coulson Skottowe £100, silver soup and Table spoones, 100 
acres granted 2 October 1772 in Berkely County, bounded 
by William Young’s, Isaac Holmes and Pon Pon River. 
To my daughter Ann Langford Skottowe £100 and her 
mother’s chased gold watch and seals, Jewels, pictures and 
all her clothes and Linen and all the rest of my estate not 
bequeathed amongst my children. If all die leaving no 
issue, All my estate real and personal to my brothers 
Youlson Skottowe, John Skottowe and Nicholas Skottowe 
in trust for the use of my nephews and nieces, children of 
my sisters and brothers John Skottowe, Augustine Skot- 
towe, and my sisters Mrs. Ann Wood and Mrs. Susannah 
Carlile. Executors: my brothers Coulson Skottowe, Jokn 
Skottowe, Nicholas Skottowe and Edward Bellinger Senior 
Esq and Edmund Bellinger junior Esq. Witnesses: John 
Davies, Zeph. Kingsley, William Greenwood, junior. 
Calvert, 624. 








HISTORICAL NOTES. 


Hext.—On pages 37-38 of the account of the Hext family 
published in the January issue of this magazine the wrong 
children were assigned to Thomas Hext (5) and Judith 
Esther Torquet, his wife. The following record of Thomas 
and Judith Esther (Torquet) Hext and their children has 
been furnished by Mr. Elias L. Rivers, of James’s Island, 
from an old Bible record in his possession : 

Thomas Hext and Judith Esther Torquet was married by 
the Rev’e’d Mr. Wm. Guy September 26th 1723. 

Jane Hext daughter of Thomas and Esther Hext was born 
November 26th 1725 and baptized April 10th 1726 and died 
September 8th, 1727— 

George Hert son of Thomas and Esther Hext was born 
July 26th, 1731 and was baptized December 12th— 

Thomas Hext son of Thomas and Esther Hext was born 
November 8th, 1733 between five and seven in the morning 
and was baptized March 31st 1734. Thomas Hext son of 
Thomas and Esther Hext departed this life the 24 day of 
Nomber 1765. 

Esther Hext daughter of Thomas and Esther Hext was 
born November 14th, 1737 at nine at night and was baptized 
the 18th of June 1738. 

Jane Hert daughter of Thomas and Esther Hext was born 
February 16th 1739 about one o’clock Saturday morning 
and was baptized August 7th 1740. Jane Hext daughter of 
Thomas and Esther Hext died the 10th day of July 1741. 

Hlizabeth Hert daugiiter of Thomas and Esther Hext was 
born January 9th 1742 at nine at night. 

Thomas Hext departed this life January 5th, 1742 in the 
fortieth year of his age. 

Judith Esther Hext departed this life October 16th, 1748. 

George Hext and Elizabeth Arnold was married by the 
Rev’e’d Mr. Wm Orr the 7th day of December 1752. 

Martha Hext daughter of George and Elizabeth Hext was 
born on the 28th day of September 1753 at half an hour 
after two o’clock in the morning. 
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Elizabeth Hext the wife of George departed this life the 
8th day of September 1759 at nine at night. 

George Hext the son of Thomas and Judith Esther Hext 
departed this life the 3rd day of November 1760 at one 
o’clock in the morning. 

Solomon Freer and Elizabeth Hext was married by the 
Rev’e’d Mr. Martaine the 22d day of January 1761 on 
Thursday evening at Mr. Daniel Legaré’s Junr. in Chas. 
Town. 

Thomas Hext, of Charles Town, planter, by his will, made 
November 17, 1765, and proved before Lieut.-Gov. Bull, 
May 9, 1766, directed that his whole estate be sold and the 
proceeds, after the pavment of all debts, divided equally 
between his wife and children, the wife to receive hers at 
once, the sons as they should respectively attain the age of 
twenty-one and the daughter at cighteen or day of marriage; 
appointed brothers-in-law, William Williams and Solomon 
Freer, executors. Witnesses: John Packrow, William Pa- 
treau and Sarah Hanahan. (P.C.R.,C. Co., book 1761-77.) 


THE oLD Fort AT Dorcugster, 8. C.—In the last number 
of this magazine there appeared a very able and interesting 
historical sketch of the town, the people, and the neighbor- 
hood, of old Dorchester. The.author, Mr. Henry A, M. 
Smith, has spared no pains to make a complete study of his 
subject. It is to be hoped that more papers of the came 
thorough research and critical method may be found in 
the contents of the Magazine for the future. 

Some description of the fort has been given in the article 
referred to; but it has been thought that additional particu- 
lars concerning its size, shape, and present condition, would 
interest further the readers of Mr. Smith’s article. 

On a visit to Summerville about two years ago, the writer 
accompanied and assisted by Mr. W. Russell Dehon, exam- 
ined the site of the old town of Dorchester and its fort, chietly 
for the purpose of taking bearings and measurements of the 
latter. These were considered accurate enough, though 
made with only an excellent pocket-compass and a tape-line. 
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Situated on the left bank of the Ashley River, overlooking 
the stream, on ground fifty feet distant from, and about fif- 
teen feet above, the water, the little fort remains to this day 
in good preservation. This is limited, however, to its plan, 
profile, and material of construction. Its interior, partly 
filled with earth and débris of brick-work, is grown up with 
trees, bushes, and vines. Its plan is that of a square redoubt 
with half-bastions at each of the four angles, which were 
probably once armed with swivels or light field-pieces. Its 
profile shows, now, an enclosing wall, from three to four 
feet thick, the base covered by débris, the top from seven to 
eight feet above the average level of the interior. The trace 
of the enclosing wall is unbroken with two exceptions—a 
sally-port, three feet wide, on the face farthest from the 
river, and a breach in the half-bastion nearest to the river, 
where the wall has been levelled to the ground. Here, a 
drive-way for carts and wagons seems to have been made in 
recent years, to facilitate the removal of bricks from the 
interior for direct transportation on the river, close at hand. 
The material used for the walls was a concrete of broken 
oyster-shells and lime called “tabby”, always found, when 
well made, to be close, firm, and durable. Brick was used 
also in some places for a coping of the parapet, and, no 
doubt, for magazines and other structures: these latter have 
all been demolished, but the coping of brick-work is still to 
be seen on the western wall. 

Mr. Smith’s judgment as to the date of the building of the 
present fort—1775—is entirely supported by the facts and 
conditions of the case. No such work would have been 
built in the time of the Indian wars: the early settlers could 
protect themselves with stockades and block-houses. 

The illustration appended to these notes will serve to show 
the form, bearings, and dimensions of the fort at Dorchester. 
It was only a little more than one hundred feet square on 
the interior lines. On the river side, it commanded the ap- 
proach to the town for perhaps a half-mile, with its small 
cannon. On the land side, an infantry fire, delivered over 
the parapet from a banquette, could be very effective. 


Charleston, 8. C., 25 May, 1905. John Johnson, 
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In the sketch of the history of Dorchester published 
in the April Number of the Magazine, the writer stated 
that he could find no documentary proof of the exis- 
tence of the old fort at Dorchester prior to the fortification 
constructed in 1775 under the orders of the Provincial 
Council of Safety. 

Since then Mr. Langdon Cheves has called my attention 
to the following extract from the will of John Skene, of 
St. George’s, Esq. The will is dated 1 June 1768, and is 
recorded in the Probate Court tor Charleston County in 
book 1767-1770. John Skene owned and resided upon a 
plantation of 3000 acres in St George’s Parish on the south 
side of Ashley River and just opposite the town of Dor- 
chester. This plantation was part of the original 12000 acre 
barony of the Earl of Shaftesbury. 

Henry A. M. Smith. 


“Ttem: I give to the Commissioners of Fortitica- 
tions all my Great Guns for the use of the Magazine and 
Fort at Dorchester, reserving to the officers (for the time 
being) of the St. Georges Troop, the Liberty of using 
them ou any Public Day, especially on his Majestys Birth 
Day and the 23° of April. 

Item: I give my large silver cup to the Church Wardens 
of St. Georges Parish Also my large Bible with Brass 


clasps, my other large Bible to the Parish Library” ***** 


A Crivecorur Story.—To The Editor of The South Carolina 
Historical and Genealogical Magazine:-—-An eminent New 
England scholar in his study of Hetor St. John Crévecoeur’s 
works, has found in the rare “ Voyage dans la haute Penn- 
sylvanie’’, published at Paris in 1801, reference to a Mr. Bull, 
“a Georgia planter’, who led a gipsy life in the mountain 


he 


region between Tennessee and the Carolinas during t 
Revolution.” 

The New England scholar says that St. John Crévecoeur, 
in the book tells how Mr. Bull, an old man in the latter years 
of our Revolution, left his plantation for fear of the Tories, 
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and took to the Carolina forest, moving northward and 
avoiding the army of Cornwallis. Crévecoeur professes 
to have found him near Fincastle in Virginia, and to have 
heard from him the details of his gipsy life with his family 
and his negroes from April, 1778, to 1782, after the surren- 
der of Cornwallis at Yorktown. They planted crops each 
year, hunted for game and fed their cattle and horses on the 
rich pasturage of the bottom-lands. 
He quotes “Mr. Bull” as follows: 


“Alone in the midst of these vast solitudes we had for 
witnesses of our labor only the sweet melodious meadow- 
lark, the jay, the chattering boblincorn, the tufted starling, 
the bold king-bird, the shrill whistling cat-bird, and the 
thrushes with their gentle, harmonious notes. These birds, 
with the mock-bird, ignorant of the destructive power of 
man, were constantly about us, and seemed to view us with 
curiosity rather than terror. Every evening, as soon as the 
sun set, great flocks of cranes rose slowly, in regular and 
majestic spirals to a great height, as if to catch a last glimpse 
of the sun, whose rays sometimes glanced on their whitish 
wings, and met our eyes as we watched them. They soon 
came down again in the same order and as silently to the 
places they had just left. This spectacle occurred almost 
daily when the sky was clear, and lasted more than half an 
hour. In this lovely solitude we passed our first winter. I 
built a spacious, comfortable cabin at the foot of one of the 
largest oaks I ever saw; and in this my two daughters gave 
birth to the two grandsons whom you see here with me. In 
memory of their birthplace I gave them the names of Paco- 
let and Nawassa, the streams at whose confluence I had built 
my cabin.” 

The New England investigator says: “This was near the 
Broad river, a few miles south of North Carolina; for the 
topography of St. John is confirmed by his contemporary, 
Dr. Morse. The second winter he was near the headwaters 
of the Yadkin river; the third near those of the river Dan, 
not far from a mountain called Ararat. In that region were 
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the Carolina Moravians at Wachovia, whose chief town, 
Salem, corresponding to Bethlehem in Pennsylvania, is still 
inhabited by these pious people. The old Noah of this 
modern Ararat went on to say: ‘During the four years of 
my pilgrimage I think I must have traversed 600 miles, 
without any of my household being ill a single day, so salu- 
brious are onr mountains. It was time, however, for peace 
to be made, and our endurance, our courage and our clothes 
were getting worn out. Finally, in May, 1782, I returned 
to my plantation on the Saluda, which two old servants had 
not been able to protect from pillage. Great was their joy 
to see us come back in good health, and with an increase of 
the family of seven children, two white and five black, to- 
gether with 54 young cattle.’” 

What our Northern friend wants to know is “if the 
annals of South Carolina contain any record of this patri- 
archal wandering of Mr. Bull and his heifers and mares.” 
He says: ‘ Doubtless St. John found it in print somewhere, 
and translated it, along with his accounts of Hell Gate and 
Yale College into his colloquial French.” 

If you, Mr. Editor, or any of the members of the South 
Carolina Historical Society, or any representatives of the 
Bull family in South Carolina, know anything of this inter- 
esting woodsman of Revolutionary times, it would be well 
to give it to the public. 

For my part, I am inclined to think it, if you will pardon 
the phrase, “a cock and Bull story.” 

Crévecoeur was as reckless of facts as was his countryman 
the Abbé Raynal who, unable to account for rice culture in 
South Carolina, had a vessel wrecked on our coast and thus 
scattered the first seed of what afterward became a most 
important crop. 


In an earlier book Crévecoeur, if my memory is not at 
fault, told of seeing a negro in Charleston tortured in an iron 
cage, a little anecdote that was once a favorite tid bit with 
the most violent of the anti-slavery agitators. 


New York, March 20th. Yates Snowden. 





——————  ———eE 
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Mason Ropert ANDERSON AND Fort SumtEer.—The origi- 
nal of the following letter, written by Major Robert Ander- 
son while commanding Fort Sumter in 1861, is in possession 
of Mr. Thomas R. Proctor, of Utica, New York, who has 
very kindly furnished a copy thereof for publication here: 

Fort Sumter, S. C., Feb. 19, 1861. 
B. D. Silliman, Esq., 
Wall St., 
N. York. 
My dear Sir: 

Accept my thanks for your kindness in attending to the 
troublesome commission I gave you, and also for the handsome com- 
pliment you were pleased to pay me in your note of the 18th inst. 

I have had no intimation of an intention to reinforee my command. 
The present able Sec’y. of War notified me, as soon as he took charge 
of the Dept., that additional troops should be sent, the moment I in- 
timated that I wished them, or as soon as the S. Carolinians should 
make an attack. I have not asked for them, because I know that an 
attack will be made, as soon as they hear that I have asked for rein- 
forcements, and I am unwilling to bring on a Civil War, if I can pos- 
sibly avoidit. The longer the matter is deferred, the better the chance 
of having matters decided without a recourse to arms. Our Union 
cannot be sustained by force. 

I thank you for your kind offer, made to my wife, through my sweet 
little friend, and also for your offer to me. 

We are anxiously waiting now, for the inauguration of, and nomi- 
nation of the Cabinet by, the President elect. Everything depends on 
his selecting discreet, wise men. We have had enough of third class 
men, broken down politicians, as Heads of Depts. at Washington. 
The inner wheels of our Political Clock must be of the finest metal, 
and they must be true, or it will run down. 

Everything is pretty quiet around us. The S. C. are at work on 
their batteries, and we are getting ready to do all the harm we can 
should they venture to attack us. 

That God will spare our country, and save us from the horrors of a 
civil strife, is my earnest prayer. 

I am 
My dear Sir, 
Yours very Sincerely, 
Robert Anderson. 


Tur Fuiacs or Fort Sumter.—*‘ The Flag of the Confed- 
erate States and the Palmetto, were raised on Fort Sumter 
simultaneously—the former by Col. Jongs,? chief of Gen. 








2 Major David R. Jones. 
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Beraurecary’s Staff, and Col. Frerauson. The Flag of tho 
Confederate States was manufactured in this city. It was 
the intention to have made use of the flag that was first 
hoisted on the Capitol, at Montgomery, but unfortunately it 
had been mislaid. The flag-staffs were about fifteen feet 
high, and were lashed to two of the big guns by Commodore 
Hartstine.”’——The Charleston Mercury, Monday, April 15, 
1861. 


“The first Palmetto Flag was raised on Fort Sumter Yes- 
terday by Cols. F. J. Moszs, Jr., and J. L. Deartne of 
Governor Pickens’ Staff, and the Confederate States Flag 
by Capt. Frrauson of the General Clinch, and others, in the 
presence of the Governor, General BEAUREGARD’s Staff, and 
a large number of gentlemen, among whom was Chancellor 
CARROLL and Judges Gtover and WarpLAw. A salute was 
fired from each of the batteries on the raising of these flags. 
— The Charleston Daily Courier, Monday, April 15, 1861. 


Tue BreGInnine oF CHARLESTON.—It was by the following 
order that John Culpepper laid out a town in 1672 that was 
subsequently called Charles Town. It was gradually settled 
up between that date and 1680, when it formally became the 
seat of government. Its predecessor on the south side of 
Ashley River had also been called Charles Town. There- 
after the site of the latter was for many years referred to as 
“the old town”: 


Carolina. / 
By the grand Councill 


a colony of You are forthw*". to admeasure and layout or cause to be 

12000 acres layd out upon the land lying between Ashley River and 
Wandoe River twelve thousand acres of land for a Collony 
in a Square as much as Navigable Rivers will Pmitt, 
bounding same wt", limitts running directly from East to 
West and from North to South beginning upon Ashley 
River towards the South at a place there knowne by the 
hame of Oyster Poynt, And a Plott thereof fairely drawne 
you are to return to us with all convenient speed 
whereof you are not to fayle; Given under our hands this 
xxxth, day of Aprill 1672. 


: John Yeamans 
To John Culpeper Maurice Mathews ‘Tho: Gray 
Surveyo, Generall Will: Owen: John Godfrey 
or his lawfull Depyy. 


(Warrant book, 1672-1692, p. 1.) 
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Tue Date or ARRIVAL OF THE LANDGRAVE Situ Famity. 
—Among the settlers who came in the Carolina, one of the 
three vessels that brought the first colony for South Caro- 
lina, in 1669-70, and assisted in founding Albemarle Point, 
subsequently named Charles Town, were Thomas and Paul 
Smith. Many writers have asserted, without furnishing any 
proof, that the first uf these was the same Thomas Smith 
who subsequently became a Landgrave and was sometime 
Governor of the Province. The late General McCrady, in 
his first volume (foot note page 121), disputes that claim and 
gives the date of the arrival of Thomas Smith, afterwards 
Landgrave, as 1687. The editor of this magazine once 
asked General McCrady for his authority for that date, and 
was told by the General that he had seen a Bibie that bore 
every evidence of being a Bible of original record entry, 
and that therein he saw it stated that Landgrave Smith had 
been born in Madagascar and had come to South Carolina 
in 1687. The South-Carolina Gazette of Thursday, May 11, 
1738, mentions the death of the second Landgrave Thomas 
Smith on the Tuesday before, stating that he was in his 75th. 
year, and hed been fifty-four years in the Province. That 
would have put the date of his arrival at 1684. The Editor 
has always believed that that was the correct date of the ar- 
rival of the Landgrave Smith family in South Carolina, and 
he also believes that General McCrady either mistook an 
old fashioned 4 for a 7 or that his printer mistook his 4 for 
a7. The following record which he has discovered in the 
warrant book of the Province for the years 1672-1692 (page 
307) fully confiems his opinion as to the date of the arrival 
of this distinguished family : 


You are forthwith to Cause to bee admeasured and laid out unto M" 
Thomas Smith six hundred and ffifty acres of Land being Due to him 
for the arrivall of himselfe Barbara his wife, Tho: & George Smith, 
Mathew Crosse, Philip Adams, Joan Atkins, Johanah Atkins, and 
Elizabeth Adams, Aron Atkins Ellen & Mary Atkins & Michael Peirce 
who are entred in the secretaryes Office the 10 July 1684 In some Con- 
venient place not yett laid out or marked to bee laid out for any other 
person or use Observing the Lords prop"ts Instructions beareing Date 
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the 21 Septr 1683 And a certificate fully specifying the Cittuation & 

bounds thereof you are to returne unto us with all Convenient speed 

and for yo" soe Doeing this shall bee yo" Warrt Dated the 20 Janry 

1684/5 

To Stephen Bull Esq’ John Godfrey Joseph West 
Surveyo" Genall Robt Quary Jno Moore 


Wuen FRrRienpDs WERE Frienps.—‘We hear that the 
Quakers at Philadelphia, have among themselves, collected 
upwards of Three Hundred Pounds Proclamation Money, for 
the Relief of the Sufferers by the late Fire in this Town, 


the Value whereof they have sent by Capt. Cuzack.’— The 
South-Carolina Gazette, Thursday, May 14, 1741. 


CoLoneL Joun Purvis.—‘Disp]—On the 4th ult. Col. 
John Purves, of Edgefield county, in this state.’— The City 
Gazette § Daily Advertiser, Monday, June 11, 1792. 


Two RevoLutioyaRy OrFicers.—‘Diep.| At his planta- 
tion on the Wateree, on Wednesday, the 28th ult. Samuel 
Boykin, Esq. And, at Camden, on Thursday, the 29th ult. 
col. Joseph Kershaw.’—The City Gazette-§- Daily Advertiser, 
Monday, Jany. 9, 1792. 


GENERALS Lacey and Branpon.—* Promotion. Col. 
Thomas Brandon, of the 13th regiment of the militia, Brig- 
adier General of the 3d brigade of militia, vice Edward 
Lacey, who has resigned.”—City Gazette & Daily Advertiser, 


Oct. 21, 1797. 











